MEITEI JAGOI

Glrn Pevjani Chaliss
Inshifute tor Manipur Danza

; @L©@D@@§ E
BoTH wEA\RS

Guru Devjani Chalia’s e
nstitute for Manipuri Dz c(f

egistered under the Registration
ocieties West Bengal Act XXXVI
/11406 of 1971-72

7, Uday Sankar Sarani,
Tollygunge, Kolkata-700033










Meenakshi Basu Aka Debjani Chaliha
By Smt Anuradha Roy,
Former First Lady of Tripura and Meghalaya

slender with long hair parted in the centre and knotted high at the back into a chignon, neat but natural
she was soft spoken but obviously cultured.

Much later | was told that although she spoke fluent and unaccented Barngla she was Assamese and an
acknowledged danseuse of the classical genre of Manipuri. A large maroon bindi was her signature on her
smooth forehead (guag long before it became the ubiquitous dot targeted by the “dot busters” of UK.
Even her footsteps were soundless.

As the years flew by we both grew older and closer to each other. The petals of her personality unfolded
gradually one by one and | saw that she spoke of general ideas and never judgementally about other
people. People whose only positive aspects she saw and appreciated.

Boudi taught me through her example her act, her toilette, her aesthetics.

She focussed on her goal in life, her art and flowed her dreams with single minded devotion. She taught
music to abandoned young girls in a charitable institution. She knew our ancient Sanskrit scriptures that
she recited when a family member passed away.

Meitei Jagoi was the name of the school of Manipuri dance she founded and paid tribute to her Guruji.
Her totality of vision encompassed her duty and affection for all those who came in contact with her.

Itis hard to stop describing her so | should draw a conclusion here.
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Talking about my dance teacher, Debjani ww
madam. (Guru Debjani Chaliha) S wvﬁﬁﬂ
By Pallabee Dasgupta. M.A in Dance from R*QUS =

Rabindra Bharati University

| came in touch of madam at 3rd standard in my school where my Mother also worked
as a teacher, first time | got the magical touch of my madam and danced under her
choreography, the day | realised that she is such a genius and the very next moment |
decided to join her and got admitted in her dance school. Every weekend we visited to
our dance teacher’s residence and practiced dance after that we used to see some
folktale in her television although we went through some competition and our madam
distributed prizes to us. My dance teacher is the person whose talent imposed me to
be a dancer and made me passionate about dance. After completing higher secondary
examination | took my graduation in dance from RBU. She guided me a lot by virtue of
her | got my first scholarship from centre of cultural resource and training. Till date my
dance teacher trained me. Still she rectifies me if | do any mistake | really admire her
she helped me to get my master degree in dance not only that till now she stands
beside me without her patting | could not be able to reach towards my target,
although | thank to almighty without his blessing | can't find this "Guru Ma".
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